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REPORT  S, 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  beg  leave  to  submit 
their  Annual  Report :  - — 

The  amount  expended  in  the  year  1865,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee,  was  $8,315.14.  Of  this  sum,  $5,468.46 
has  been  expended  for  books,  $1,590  for  newspapers  and 
periodicals,  $1,256.68  for  binding.  Of  the  books,  1,842 
volumes  have  been  bought,  and  507  volumes  have  been  given, 
and  310  volumes  of  serials  have  been  bound ;  making  the 
total  accessions  2,659  volumes. 

Of  pamphlets,  522  (most  of  them  printed  at  the  South 
during  the  war)  have  been  bought,  and  1,572  have  been 
given;  making  a  total  accession  of  2,094  pamphlets. 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-three  proprietors  have  used  their 
rights  of  taking  books  from  the  Library  for  the  entire  year, 
and  thirty-six  for  a  part  of  the  year.  The  total  amount 
received  for  subscriptions  has  been  $2,178.75  ;  and  $46.25 
has  been  received  for  fines. 

The  amount  expended  was  not  so  large  as  in  the  year 
1864,  when  it  exceeded  the  income  of  the  funds  specially 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  balance  has  been 
paid  during  the  present  year.  The  Committee  believe  that 
the  tables  have  been  promptly  and  liberally  supplied  with  the 
latest  publications  of  this  country  and  of  Europe ;  and  that 
the  privileges  of  the  institution  were  never  so  highly  appre- 
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elated  as  at  the  present  time.  This  is  indicated  by  the  steady 
increase  from  year  to  year  in  the  number  of  proprietors  who 
frequent  the  Library  and  use  their  rights  of  taking  out  books. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  readers  is  apparent ;  but  its 
precise  estimate  is  not  so  practicable  as  of  those  who  take  out 
books.  The  Committee  called  attention,  in  their  last  report, 
to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  proprietors  who  paid  their 
assessments  for  taking  out  books,  had  increased  thirty-five 
per  cent  during  the  year.  The  increase  during  the  past  year 
has  been  twenty-six  per  cent,  over  that  of  1864 ;  and  the 
income  from  subscriptions  has  increased  in  the  same  ratio. 

A  more  lively  interest  in  the  Athenaeum  is  also  indicated 
by  an  advance  in  the  market  price  of  shares,  which,  during 
the  last  three  years,  has  risen  from  rather  less  than  fifty 
dollars  to  rather  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  shares  recently  sold  have  been  generally  taken  by  persons 
who  pay  their  subscription,  and  enter  upon  the  full  use  of 
their  privileges  in  the  Library  and  Reading-room.  From 
year  to  year  the  number  of  proprietors  is  increasing.  Gen- 
tlemen who  originally  subscribed  for  several  shares,  are 
gradually  disposing  of  them ;  and  thus  the  persons  who  use 
the  Library  become  more  numerous.  Forty-one  new  ac- 
counts for  taking  out  books  have  been  opened  since  the  new 
year. 

When  the  Public  Library  was  first  opened,  about  ten  years 
ago,  it  was  a  frequent  inquiry,  what  would  be  the  effect  on 
the  Athena3um  of  another  large  library  growing  up  by  its 
side  ?  We  can  now  confidently  answer  that  this  effect  has 
been  beneficial.  The  Public  Library  supplies  a  want  which 
the  Athenamm  did  not  meet;  and  the  Athenaeum  affords 
some  advantages  which  are  necessarily  beyond  the  scope  of 
any  city  library. 

The  sudden  collapse  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  seemed  to  the  Committee  to  furnish  an  opportunity, 
which  should  be  instantly  used,  of  obtaining  the  newspapers 
a  id  other  publications  issued  at  the  South  during  the  war ; 


and  of  which  very  tew  had  ever  gone  beyond  the  Confederate 
States.    These  fugitive  publications  had  a  peculiar  historical 
interest;   and,  unless  secured  promptly,  before  they  were 
destroyed,  or  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  collectors,  they 
would  be  forever  beyond  our  reach.    A  Poor  Richard's 
Almanac  of  the  year  1752  is  priced  on  an  English  sale 
catalogue  at  five  times  its  weight  in  gold  ;   and  one  hundred 
years  hence,  a  rebel  almanac,  or  a  dingy  file  of  Southern 
newspapers,  may,  perhaps,  reach  a  corresponding  value. 
One  of  the  Committee,  who  was  visiting  Richmond  soon  after 
its  capture,  was  supplied  with  funds  for  the  purpose  and 
made  very  valuable  purchases  ;   among  which  was  a  file  of 
the  Richmond  Examiner,  from  February,  1861,  to  March 
31,  1865  —  the  last  paper  printed  before  the  city  was  evacu- 
ated.   From  this  file,  not  a  paper  is  missing,  nor  one  torn 
or  mutilated  in  any  manner.    He  also  secured  some  impor 
tant  books  and  pamphlets.    The  Librarian  afterwards  opened 
a  correspondence  with  persons  in  many  of  the  Southern  cities  ; 
by  means  of  which  a  very  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
rebel  documents  and  publications  has  been  made.  Files 
nearly  complete  have  been  secured  of  the  following  daily 
newspapers  printed  in  the  Confederate  States  during  the  war, 
viz  :  Richmond  Enquirer,  Richmond  Whig,  Richmond  Dis- 
patch, Richmond  Sentinel,  Augusta  (Ga.)   Sentinel,  and 
Mobile  Advertiser.    Several  other  partial  files  have  also  been 
obtained.    Complete  files  of  the  Southern  Punch  (an^ imi- 
tator of  its  London  namesake),  Southern  Illustrated  News, 
Magnolia,  Southern  Literary  Messenger,  and  Record,  all 
published  at  Richmond,  have  also  been  purchased.    The  cost 
of  the  collection  thus  far  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  A 
cabinet  has  been  made  for  its  accommodation. 

As  all  matters  relating  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  South- 
ern States  will  have  an  historical  importance,  the  Librarian 
has  made  an  attempt  to  preserve  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
newspapers  printed  at  the  South  since  active  operations  in 
the  field  were  over.    For  this  purpose  the  proprietors  of  the 
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Daily  Advertiser,  the  Journal,  and  the  Evening  Transcript, 
have  given  all  their  Southern  Exchanges.  From  these,  one 
copy  of  each  paper  has  been  selected,  and  the  files  arranged 
and  bound  chronologically  by  States.  The  collection  com- 
prises nearly  thirty  newspapers,  chiefly  daily,  from  every  one 
of  the  Southern  States. 

The  catalogue  has  been  in  progress  during  the  year,  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  aided  by  three  female 
assistants.  The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that  he  reports 
the  catalogue  of  books  as  completed.  Some  further  verifi- 
cation is  desirable,  but  not  essential ;  and  the  printing,  if 
ordered,  can  begin  at  once.  A  complete  manuscript  cata- 
logue is  now  in  use  in  the  Library.  It  is  estimated  by  Mr. 
Lowell  that  the  work,  if  printed,  will  require  three  large 
volumes  of  nine  hundred  pages  each,  of  the  general  description 
indicated  by  a  specimen  page  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 
Estimates  have  been  made  on  the  cost  of  printing  by  two 
eminent  printers ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it 
cannot,  at  present  prices,  fall  short  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  will  probably  reach  or  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
This  does  not  include  tracts  and  pamphlets,  the  catalogue  of 
which  is  in  progress. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  and  in  the  number 
of  readers  greatly  adds  to  the  labor  of  the  Librarian  and  his 
assistants.  The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that  their 
duties  have  been  zealously  and  satisfactorily  discharged. 
They  would  repeat  the  suggestion  contained  in  a  previous 
report,  that  the  accommodation  of  the  Library  is  steadily 
becoming  insufficient,  and  that  the  reading-room  is  not  so 
cheerful  and  ample  as  the  number  of  our  readers,  and  the 
abundance  of  our  collections  require. 

For  the  Committee, 


January  8,  18G0. 


F.  E.  PARKER, 

Chairmum* 


FINE  ARTS  COMMITTEE. 


The  Fine  Arts  Committee  for  1865  report  that  the 
department  confided  to  their  care  is  in  good  condition. 

The  Annual  Exhibition  opened  on  the  22.d  of  May,  and 
closed  on  the  9th  of  December.    The  gross  receipts  were 
$4,595.49.   The  expenses  were  $2,553.24,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $2,042.25,  as  net  receipts.    Of  this,  the  sum  of  $2,000 
has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  and  $42.25  is  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  Fine  Arts  Committee  for  1866.    The  only 
expenditure  upon  our  collections  has  been  for  relinmg  and 
restoring  Trumbull's  very  valuable  picture  of  the  «  Sortie  of 
Gibraltar."     The  painting  has  gained  much  by  Howorth's 
skillful  treatment,  and  it  will  be  an  attractive  feature  in  the 
Spring  Exhibition.    The  summer  exhibition,  which  opened 
July  24,  was,  as  is  usually  the  case,  much  superior  to  the 
Spring  Exhibition,  for  the  reason  that  early  in  the  season  it 
is  verv  difficult  to  procure  pictures,  as  there  are  then  simul- 
taneous exhibitions  in  progress  at  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  other  cities.    A  number  of  books  on  the  Fine  Arts  has 
been  added  to  the  Library  ;  but  as  they  have  been  purchased 
by  the  Library  Committee,  the  amount  expended  will  appear 
in  this  year's  account  when  it  is  adjusted.    The  great  need 
of  the  Fine  Arts  Department  is  a  new  and  permanent  home 
where  there  would  be  room  for  expansion.     The  present 
statuary  gallery  is  so  full,  that  there  is  no  more  room  for 
casts  and  statues  from  the  antique  and  modern  schools,  which 
should  complete  a  collection  most  valuable  for  training  the 
general  taste  as  well  as  the  Art  student.    The  picture  gal- 
leries are  good  as  regards  light,  but  they  are  badly  situated, 
being  at  the  top  of  a  lofty  staircase.    The  Athenaeum  pos- 
sesses so  many  valuable  and  interesting  pictures,  that,  if 
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they  were  in  a  gallery  on  the  first  floor,  easily  accessible, 
and  warmed  in  winter,  it  would  be  constantly  reserved  to  by 
the  proprietors  as  well  as  citizens  and  strangers  ;  and  the 
paintings  themselves  would  be  better  preserved  in  a  warm 
and  equable  atmosphere.  If  the  Athenaeum  should  hereafter 
become  possessed  of  a  suitable  site,  or  if  one  now  in  its  pos- 
session could  be  used  for  the  purpose,  it  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  be  well  to  surrender  the  present  galleries 
to  the  library,  and  erect  a  building  adapted  in  all  respects  to 
the  Fine  Arts.  Such  a  building  we  should  possess,  where 
our  valuable  collections,  which  are  now  estimated  at  much 
less  than  their  real  value,  could  be  properly  displayed  and 
appreciated.  In  aid  of  such  a  project  the  Committee  have 
little  doubt  that  many  friends  of  the  Athenaeum  would  give 
freely  both  of  money  for  the  building,  and  of  works  of  art 
to  adorn  it.  The  Fine  Arts  Fund  could  not  be  better 
bestowed  than  in  the  consummation  of  this  most  desirable 
object. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  N.  PERKINS, 

Chairman. 

January  8,  1866. 
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